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(b)  Taking the modem woman in her capacity of
wife, I need not add much to what I wrote in the
last chapter.   I there laid stress on her right of
maintenance being more directly defined ;   and it
would certainly be better for her and the family
if the State recognised the sort of partnership in
property as between husband and wife which we
find   in   other   legal   systems,   for   instance,   the
Napoleonic Code and the Roman-Dutch system.    It
is certainly monstrous that there should be any
inequality in regard to adultery as bearing on the
question of divorce and the custody of children ;
yet I believe that the proposal to abolish this in-
equality is the principal if unavowed obstacle to any
divorce law reform.   I do not say that adultery is
necessarily the same thing for a man as for a woman,
especially where the woman abandons her home and
children for another man ;  but I do say that so far
as the mere act is concerned the legal consequences,
whatever they are, should be the same.

(c)  Considering   the   position   of   woman   as   a
mother, she should certainly have far more rights
as regards her own children.   It is (as I have before
pointed out) monstrous that if she is guilty of a
single act of adultery her husband can exclude her
not merely from the custody of her children but also
from all access to them.   In other words a woman
who yields to a momentary impulse which is con-
sidered quite venial in a man, can be, and sometimes
is, prevented from ever seeing her children again,
Until recently I had   supposed that no husband
existed who would thus take advantage of the law,
but I have actually come across instances where a